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7 lThe Potential of Young People

YOUNG PEOPLE UNLEASHING THEIR POWER & POTENTIAL

“nothing for us, without us.
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It is heartening to learn that ‘YuWaah’ — the Generation Unlimited
partnership is being launched.

The initiative will bring together institutions and organizations from the
public and private sectors, the civil society and UN agencies on a
common platform. The objective of providing every young person
between the age of 10-24 years access to school and learning is a noble
one.

India is among the world’s most youthful nations. It is our Government’s
endeavour to empower our youth. From skill development to innovation
and entrepreneurship, new opportunities are being created for the youth.
We are committed to create the right ecosystem so that newest
development opportunities are easily accessible for the ‘New India
Youth’ as soon as they turn 18.

“YuWaah’ — the Generation Unlimited Partnership will go a long way in
empowering our youth to acquire skills to enhance their creativity and
potential to build the New India of the 21 century. I am sure that this
partnership will make our youth the harbingers of social change.

Best wishes for all success of the ‘YuWaah’ - Generation Unlimited
partnership.

A,

(Narendra Modi)

New Delhi
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Dr. Yasmin Ali Haque
Representative

UNICEF India Country Office
73, Lodhi Estate

New Delhi - 110003



Enable India’s youth and connect them to aspirational socio-economic opportunities
and engage them as active changemakers

In 2018, UNICEF initiated the Generation Unlimited partnership at the global level.
Within the overall Sustainable Development Goals framework, and the new UN Youth
Policy 2030, Generation Unlimited provides an agenda that is universal in nature — all
countries can and must do more to support the education, skills, and empowerment of
young people.

India has the world's largest youth population with 333 million aged between 10 — 24
years. Investing in young women and men and unleashing their power and potential
may not just advance India's growth and development story but also carries an
enormous potential to transform the global development indicators. The success of
India's young people largely translates into success for the world.
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“Our nation is filled with tremendous energy of
the youth. Whatever future we desire of, we must
4 keep the youth at the centre. If we do this, we can g
0 surge ahead at an unmatchable pace!”

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
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Generation Unlimited initiative in India is branded as YuWaah. YuWaah is a multi-
stakeholder alliance that works together with a wider range of partners — including
Central & State Governments, Private Sector companies, industry associations, UN
agencies, Civil society organisations and of course the youth to truly empower them &
connect them to their aspirational socio-economic opportunities and engage them as
active changemakers.

“We are a multi-sector partnership, with a public-
private DNA, that attracts investment at global
A and national levels to scale up programmes and
c;) innovations, craft shared value partnerships, and
co-create solutions with young people.”

®-0-0

Henrietta H. Fore, UNICEF Executive Director
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- YuWaah Theory of Change
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Enable India's youth and connect them to aspirational
socio-economic opportunities, and engage them as active changemakers

Build pathways for 100 mn
youth to aspirational economic
opportunities

Facilitate 200 mn youth to gain
relevant skills for productive lives
and the future of work

Partner with 300 mn youth as
Changemakers and create spaces
for developing their leadership

Build models to identifydemand and
catalyze opportunities (both formal,
informal sector) atthe local level

Enable creation of a thriving mass
entrepreneurship ecosystem

Promoteaccess to foundational, 21st
Century skills for youth inside &
outsideformal education systems

Create platforms to guide youth to
marketopportunities (careerguidance,
mentorship, internships,

Partner with young people to lead
social change and boost their digital
literacy to amplify their actions

Build an ecosystem that fosters&
recognizes the valueof confident
problem solvers

apprenticeships)
Understand youth aspirations to create meaningful pathways & opportunities
Having a clear outcome focus &

acting on multiple time horizons
simultaneously

Understanding needs & aspirations,
amplifying the voice of the youth &
leveraging their agency

Taking a holistic view, focusing on
the whitespaces & missing
interlinkages

Building multi-sector partnerships
and enabling collaborative action

Efforts are either short-term &
unsustainable or long-term visionary
with unclear impact

Youth are not understood or
effectively engaged

Stakeholders acting in silos; limited
private sector involvement

Limited focus on demand side &
supply-demand connections

The mission of YuWaah is aligned with the Government of India's efforts to strengthen
education, skills, empowerment and economic opportunities for young people, sothey
canboth chartIndia's growth trajectory and gain fromit.

- YuWaah Approach

The mission of YuWaah remains fully aligned with the Government of India's ongoing
efforts, drawing upon the growing recognition that investments in education, skills,
empowerment and economic opportunities including entrepreneurship can serve as
game changers for India's socio-economic development and growth story.

We will deploy a two-pronged strategy — of scaling up successful existing solutions and
drivinginnovations to plug gaps

Identify successful,
scalable initiatives/pilots;
enable breakout scale up

Identify gaps
and foster breakthrough
innovation

Operationalize in select regions/ geographies based on
« Presence of engaged and supportive state governments
« Synergies with existing partner efforts in those regions
« Potential for impact (target population, scale of the challenge...)
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UNICEF India is hosting a secretariat to support the YuWaah partnership. UNICEF's
main role is to act as a catalyst and bring together key stakeholders to function as a think-
tank and strategic action group on young people-led initiatives and advise on select
strategies and ideas for YuWaah.

Partnership is at the heart of YuWaah. It will build upon significant assets of the
partnership to realize its potential. Partners have signed statements of intent and
expressed interestincluding -
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Central and state governments
Private sector

Industry associations
Philanthropic Foundations

UN Agencies and World Bank
Civil society organizations

Partners will play different roles

Iy
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Commit to Provide technical Finance key Operationalize
achieving shared expertise initiatives and/ or specific initiatives
results framework operations in area of

expertise

o
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Young women and men play a strong leadership role as co-creators and agents
of change

Strong focus on gender and equity for vulnerable and marginalized groups
Multi-sector collaborative approach to solve key problems, build on existing
initiatives and avoid duplication

Strong partnerships with the private sector that are grounded in shared value,
harnessing core assets, and to go beyond corporate social responsibility and
philanthropy

Non-traditional approach to financing, focusing on using catalytic capital to
crowd-in and coordinate additional investment, rather than creating a
traditional fund

Evidence-based advocacy based to shape future policies
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- Initial Group of YuWaah! Partners
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